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Voices
Ventriloquist

and troupe visit

Belmont Central

By BOB ROBERTS
Ol the Reportersiall

BELMONT — Remember, as
a child, the sdvertisement that
promised to allow you an op-
portuniiy to “‘nmare your
friends" by throwing your
voire? All it cost was one thin
dime, and the age-old secrets of
ventrlogquinm were yours,

Well, Brute Wesver learned
ventriloguiam the hard way,
through practice and study, and
the price far exceeded 10 cents.,
After 24 years of having a
wooden figure perched on his
right knee and producing jokes
at his expense, Weaver has
become very good at throwing
hils voice, as Belmont Central
School elementary studenls
found oul Wednesday,

Wanver, with his wooden
friends Jerry Mabuney, Rhode
Island Hed rooster Horton Lhe
Mindreader, and Leany the
Troublemaker, and his 10-year
old son Bradley with pal Mor-
timer, cavorted about the Bel-
mont school stage while giving
two performances for delighted
schoolchildren. It's the second
trip to Allegany County for
Wenver and his son, who per-
formed in Bolivar last Monday.

Weuaver, a sixth-grade teacher
al Westlield (Pa,) Elementary
Sehool who lives in Knoxville,
travels with Bradley and their
“dummiea’ to churches, schools
and clubs around the area, blen-
ding what Weaver calls “sight
gags" with near-perfect ven-
triloguism ond 7 lively dialogue.

Weaver says he became in-
valved in ventriloguism, which
dates back Lo nnetent Egypt,
when his perents guve him o
Jerry Mahoney doil for
Christmas; he still has that
original dummy and uses iL In
his act. Though he performed
alten while in high school,
Weaver grudually left ventrilo-
quism until he enteced tenching.

Likewise, son Bradley got in-
terested after watching his
father perform, and soot receiv-
&d a Danny O'Day dummy.

“It's really plcking up again,"
Weaver says of his crafl.
“There's a lot of ventriloguists

Beimont Central School elementary students were anter-
tained by the antics ol Bruce Weaver and Friends, a fathar-

and-son venirilogulsm aclt

from Pennsylvania At lefR,

Weaver posas with friends Lenny and Horton, while son
Bradiey holds his dummy Martimer

around.” He belongs Lo two
arganizations, the North
American Association of Ven-
triloquists and the Scoiety of
American Ventrilogulsts,

But does Weaver the per-
former ever wse his act to help
Weaver the teacher?

Not really. “As soon as 1 get
the durmamy out (in the
clasaroom ), it's showtima. | put
it away, and it's still showtime
Everybody's doing their uwn
thing."” he says.

In Belmont, Weaver introduc-
ed esch of his charaelers, ex-
plained how the dummies work-
ed, and introduced & pinch of
would-be magic into the per-
formance. One step Loward soe-
cess in ventriloguism, he ex-

plained later we he was cleaning
up from the lst show, B to pro-
vide the lifeless durnmy with a
character, a personality that the
pudience will feel.

Vs part of the Musion
they have Lo appear real,
although you have to realjze it's
Just & teol, you have Lo brest
them ns a peraon,” he explaln-
el

“Anylime | pick [the dusr-
mies) up, they re alive ke yos
and 1, nddded Weaver.

Another element whilch pless-
& his Belmont audiznce was hiy
{requent use of "volunmtoers™”
{ram the andlence, lncluding
sixthejiraie tsicher Robert
Jones and elemeotary principal
James Leone,



