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The Magic’s Still There

By DERBIE CLARK
Times Herald Staff Writer
MONT — A peneration of
youngsiers grew up loghiing
with 4 funny, lreckle-laced

dummy” nomed Jerry Maho
ney  The magic of venirilo
julsm, couriesv of Edgar
Bergen, aiso offered kids and

miulls e Riod o enteriain
et Dey could beleve

Well, Thi magic = nol gone a5
sudenis af Belmont Central
. o leamed lad week
It arrival af Broce Weaver
and Frends, along with son
Bradiey, from Kroxville, Pa
showed hem even “dummiss
cam bE A ki of fun

A grewing interest m veotril
wpuism led Bruce, a sixih grade
teacher ol Westlleld Flemen-
tary in the Nortkern Tioga
Schoo! Dustrict, and Brad, age
10, to perfect an act for the
o

THE COMBINATION of fast
taik, one-liners and in array of
magic tricks all brought on by a
smull wooden puppel, won over
the vounpsters, and the wdults
in the atdience, within minites
The gemilne relationship which
Bruce his with his (riends -
lovable Jerry Mahoney, hils-
rious Horlon, the Rhode [aland
Red rooster; and lovable el
mischievous Lenny cut

Uiroaigh Bll the razzle-dacrde of
he 990 right into [he kids'

hears
And when Bradley broughl
out his pal Mortimer, one ol

the fecling this bunch of kids
hid been friends for sears

THe Eather snd son set conlin
U= gl a fasl pace Inlersparsing
Quips ak ! e wilh the

iriends’ whsoe puezling
magic Incks which iways Jeft
eplakers wondering who was
i “duimeny

Who lelt foalish after the
“disappearing water trick’
which Wl Bruce with o wel
trickie rumning down his pant
leg while Leany locked on
smugiv® Or who outwiited
whom whett & whipped cream
pie Intended for the trouble
making character wound up in
Bruee's lace®

No matter, it waz alf In fun
and) e sudbence loved it

Keeping adept 4t the contin
upl patter with the (rends re
guires guite 4 ot of practics by
both Bruce amad Bradiey; their
malerial s both borrowed and
otiginal

BRUCE WEAVER and
Friends have boeen enlertaining
al schoals, churches. banguels
variely showd. scouling evenis
and fairs for more lhan ™
VeArs

Rruece, like his son, started
dabbling with ventrilogulsm at
age 10 when his parents hought
him a Jerry Mahoney puppot
for Christmas. He performed as
o voungsier and through high
sthoaol at local events, bafl col
tege days tound Jerry relegaled
Lo hiw sulte e

Bul when Bruce began toach
ing e brought his ald Eriend tn
the classroom, although he s
mils he does nol often use Lhe
dummies lor serious lessons he-
cause “whin thev're oul
showtime.’

Bruce 15 a recent graduate of
the Maher School of Venirilo
guisin | home-study instruction
ind is a member of the North
Amencan Assoctation ol Yin
triloguists and the Soclely ol
American Ventriloquists

Bruce and Bradiey have pre
viously appeired In Alleguny
County at Bolivar Cenlral
School and would like 10 do
more entertalning here. For
maore informalion, write Broce
Weaver, Box 147, KEnoaville
Pa. 16538, or telephone B14-326-
i



